Gateway Greetings

Two Little Italy landmarks, long considered eyesores,
are getting rehabbed to make room for town homes

e Serio

By Chri

ittle Italy, a historically ethnic neighborhood steeped in tradition, has been home to many landmark
businesses—soma of which continue 1o thrive and others that mark where a popular neigl
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place used to be. Now, two of those spots are on their way 10 a makeover,

DiNardo's Crab House at the top of Lincoln Street, once a bustiing restaurant that atiracted people from
throughout the area, has been vacant for more than seven years. The empty lot across the street, formerty
home to Zappaterrini Bakery, has also been a Litthe Raly eyesore. The properties will soon have a new ook
and new tenants as they become the Villas of Litthe Italy.
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(WHP), the City of Litthe Haly
private buidders Casale Construction, LLC.
Leaders of LINA always hoped DiNardo's would re-open, but when it was evident that wasn't going to
happen they continued to work with the city and lgnudo to address concemns about the property.
“Vacant property is the playground for the devil and the whole property fell into disrepair, so we worked
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“Some peaple wanted to see 3 parking lot there, aod
that’s nice to talk about for the future.
But what we need is people.”
5 —Mayor dames M. Baker
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with the city's license and inspection department so it wasn't such an eyesore,” says LINA president Luigi
Vitrone. *| was introduced to the Rob Buccini, WHP chairman of the board, and the ip became
involved in developing a plan and finding a buiider.”

Jerry Cain, executive director of the Housing Authority, decided the nonprofit should be involved with
the project. WHP purchased the two for $335,000, i testing of the sites,
removed asbesios from the former restaurant, and developed a concept for the new homes. Since WHP is
designed 1o buikd affordable housing, the organization couldn’t build the project and stay true to its mission.

“The WHP builds affordable housing in the city that usually falls no higher than the $150,000, $160,000
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